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Passages intro- 
ducing Sections. 

15. XVI., 18. I 



16. XVII., 14. 



17. XX. 

18. xxn. 



. 10. 



19. 


XXIV., 


9. 


20. 


XXVI., 


1. 


21. 


XXIX., 


1. 


22. 


XXIX., 


9. 



23. XXX., 11. 



Halachoth, or Legal precepts. 

May the relative of an accused 
person pronounce judgments 



May an Israelitish king, liav- 
ing cause for suit, enter liis case 
before the court? 

What things have for their ob- 
ject the maintenance of peace? 

Must a child born without 
foreskin be circumcised? 



May one attacked with lep- 
rosy have himself examined by 
a priest who is his relative? 

May the leader in prayer say 
amen! after every verse of the 
priest's blessing? 

May an Israelite, about to 
read from the law, read less than 
three verses? 

If one has frequently omit- 
ted any prayers of the day, be- 
cause of lack of time or because 
he was on a journey and forgot 
to pray, what must he do? 

What benediction must he 
pronounce who is about to read 
from the law? 



Content of Sections. 

Conscientious administration 
of justice on the part of judges 
is one of the props of the di- 
vine throne. 

Accusers are the ruin of a 
State. A State without them 
is powerful and victorious. 

The harmony of the world is 
a pattern for harmonious living. 

Obey the divine commands, 
small and great, without refer- 
ence to greater or less reward; 
be conscientious, and especially 
be merciful to beasts. 

Envy and calumny entail mis- 
ery and ruin. 

The house of God is a fount- 
ain of life, it brings thee fulness 
of blessing. 

Tlie law is a precious posses- 
sion, even angels have longed 
after it. 

By the cases of Cain and Ilez- 
ekiali may we recognize the 
efficacy of prayer. 



For the advantage of men 
God gave the law, it is refresh- 
ment to the whole being.* 



The Order of Melchisedec. — The supposition that there is a conflict between Ex. 
XX., 24, 25, 26, and Deut. xii., 5, 6., and in other places of the same book, 
can be easily prevented by supposing the instance first mentioned to be a 
general re-statement of the law of sacrifice, looking to spiritual results, such as 
had been in existence all through the patriarchal age, and which was certainly 
practiced by Samuel, David and Elijah. ^Miile the direction in Deuteronomy 
refers to the Levitical rites and sacrifices which had a primary relation to an 
earthly covenant, a temporal priesthood and a political privilege, but more remote- 
ly of course, involved the great sacrifice and rights of Christ and his church, the 
20tli chapter of Exodus is general, and designed for all nations and times. The 
Aaronic priesthood was not yet ordained, but sacrifices had been in order from the 
very beginning. These sacrifices had no reference to any political privilege what- 
ever, while the Aaronic sacrifices were strictly national, as was the tabernacle and 
temple service, all of which was afterward ordained. 

Of these primitive sacrifices all nations would partake, nor were any restrict- 
ions placed upon family in reference to the priest who should offer them. Of 
these priests, Melchisedec was a noted example, and became the type by which the 



* yT?P< the first word of Deut, vl., 4, is properly Imperative, but is used as a noun indicating 
the whole verse, which was regarded as a sort of confession of faith among the Jews? See Old 
Testament Student for Jan. 1884, p. 174. 
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order was to be designated in tlie process of tliat prophetic evolution wliich burst 
out in all its completeness when a risen Savior became the only priest humanity 
should ever again need. 

This Melchisedec was a genuine 7^3 and a 7V*7J^* '7K'7 JHS- He belonged to 
the Canaanite race afterward proscribed by the law of Moses and forever debar- 
red from all privileges of the Hebrew race and Aaronic priesthood. He has no 
genealogy, showing that tliis priesthood rises above the prerogative of a family, 
and belongs to the higher claims of a sanctified manhood. No wonder then, that 
the vision of the Psalmist, having been opened to the glory of the coming dis- 
pensation, should rise above the narrow limits of his own nationality and its 
priesthood, and fix itself upon Melchisedec as the true type of the priesthood of 
the Son of God. 

We may safely infer that this priesthood and sacrifice were more or less prac- 
ticed all through the history of the Israelites, until by a too superstitious reverence 
for the sacred places made memorable by them, the true spiritual culture was lost 
sight of and it became evil in God's sight, and the whole practice was interdicted 
by Divine order and regal autliority. C. V. Anthony. 



•^EDITO^i:/IIiM?OTES.-<- 



Semitic Study at Johns Hopkins University. — With the advent of Dr. Paul 
Ilaupt as professor of the Semitic Languages at Johns Hopkins University, a new 
interest in the study of these subjects could not fail to be aroused. From the 
University Circular, issued under the auspices of that institution, we learn that 
the classes are already formed ui Assyrian, Sumero-Accadian, Arabic, Hebrew 
and Ethiopic. Nine students are enrolled, one of whom is sufficiently advanced 
in Assyriology to take up the reading of bi-lingual texts at sight. It is gratifying 
to note that there is such a demand for high-class instruction in this department, 
and that this demand can now be met in our own country by as competent an in- 
structor as Germany can show. Xo small good will result to American scholarship 
from the enterprise and foresight of the Trustees of this University in securing 
the services of Prof. Haupt. It is the beginning, let us hope, of a movement to 
extend instruction in the Semitic languages into all the leading American col- 
leges. 



Another Testimony. — It gives us pleasure to publish the following letter, relat- 
ing to a subject, in which, we believe, every student of the Bible ought to be 
interested : — 
Dear Mb. Editor, — 

I have read with pleasure the letter which Dr. Elliott publishes on page 12-t of 
the December Number of The Old Testament Student. He gives one of 
many instances which might be cited to show that in America Hebrew is begin- 
ning to receive a fair measure of attention. The plan of making Hebrew an elec- 
tive study in our academical institutions is one which I most heartily recommend. 
Indeed, unless something of the kind is done, we can hardly expect to produce 
many first-class Hebraists. But let our students enjoy at least one term of thor- 
ough drill in the elements of the language before entering upon the study of 



